Potential role of rilotumumab in the treatment of gastric cancer.
In 2014, outcomes for patients with advanced gastric cancer remain extremely poor with a high level of unmet need regarding effective therapeutic options. However, recent years have seen increasing interest in the role of the MET signaling pathway in this disease subtype, leading to the development and evaluation of MET-targeted therapeutics. Rilotumumab is a monoclonal antibody directed against hepatocyte growth factor, the only known ligand for the MET receptor. It is an unlicensed product which is currently undergoing evaluation in a randomized Phase III trial in 'MET-positive' gastric cancer. Here we discuss the background to the treatment of gastric cancer as well as the characteristics of rilotumumab and reported results with this agent in the trials performed to date.